Salvation
Introduction

Salvation is a very simple concept.  It means to be saved, rescued or delivered from a present harm or impending danger.  We have all felt the very real need to be delivered from harm at various times in our lives.  Of course, the greatest need is to be saved from the awful reality of the consequences of sin and, in the biblical context, this is greatest benefit of the salvation found in Jesus Christ.
Salvation in the Old Testament
Salvation in the Old Testament revolves mostly around the deliverance of the people of God, collectively and as individuals, from calamity, danger and harm.  The main Hebrew word that denotes salvation is “yasha’ variously translated in the NIV as, “to rescue,” “to deliver,” “to give victory” or “to save.” Some examples of yasha and its companion noun, yeshu’ah, as found in the Hebrew Scriptures are:
· Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again.  The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”…That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore.  -Exodus 14:13-14, 30
· Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.  -Judges 2:16
· "Come, let's go over to the outpost of those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving, whether by many or by few." -1 Samuel 14:16

· I call to the Lord, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies. -Psalm 18:3
· I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation. Psalm 18:22

· He whose walk is blameless is kept safe, but he whose ways are perverse will suddenly fall. -Proverbs 28:18

· Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other. –Isaiah 45:22

· Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood, who pray to gods that cannot save. –Isaiah 45:29
· Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear…He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; so his own arm worked salvation for him, and his own righteousness sustained him.  -Isaiah 59:1, 16

Salvation is a subject found especially in Psalms and Isaiah—these two books contain over half of the references to the Hebrew words yeshua and yasha (145 out of 247).  But the topic of salvation is recurrent throughout the Old Testament—indeed through the rest of the Bible as well.  One of the common themes in the Old Testament is the Lord’s deliverance from one’s enemies.  The people of God were often faced with extreme pressure from other nations and peoples bent on their subjugation and eradication.  Time after time, the Lord saved the Israelites/Jews from the hands of the Egyptians, Midianites, Philistines, Assyrians and many other nations, kings and demonically inspired oppressors who waxed strong in their hatred for God’s chosen people.  David also spoke frequently about being saved from the hands of his personal enemies—whether he was crying out for his deliverance or praising the Lord for what he had done to bring about his ultimate rescue.  
The Old Testament witness declares that the salvation of God was not only for the Jews but for all the peoples and nations of the earth as well.  “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other” (Isaiah 45:22).  As the story of Nineveh illustrates, God is not willing that any perish, but that all should be saved by coming to repentance and the knowledge of the truth.

Salvation in the New Testament
The theme of salvation continues in the New Testament with the coming of Jesus, whose very name in Hebrew (Yeshua) means, “salvation.”  Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost (Luke 19:10 NASB).  John, the apostle, said, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work”       (1 John 3:8).  Saving the lost and destroying the work of Satan constituted much of the mandate of the Christ when he came.
Just as there is a predominate verb/noun combination in Hebrew that denotes “salvation,” the New Testament has a Greek counterpart.  The verb is “sozo’ and the noun is “soteria.”  These words are mostly translated “to save” and “salvation” respectively, but are also rendered “delivered,” “healed,” “rescued” and “made whole.”  Some examples of “sozo” and “soteria” from the pages of the New Testament are:
· She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins. –Matthew 1:21
· For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole.  But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole.  –Matthew 9:21-22 (KJV)

· They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed. –Mark 6:56

· For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.  -Luke 19:10  
· For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. –John 3:17

· Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. –Acts 2:23
· Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." –Acts 4:12

· This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved." –Acts 16:17

· Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners… -1 Timothy 1:15

· He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy.  –Titus 3:5
· For you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. -1 Peter 1:9

It could be said that salvation is the major theme of the New Testament.  Of the twenty-seven books in the New Testament, the only three that do not explicitly refer to salvation are the very short letters of Philemon, 2 John and 3 John.  In the New Testament, the salvation spoken of most often is salvation from sin.  In the gospels especially, there is an element of “sozo” which has to do with healing the whole person.  New Covenant salvation goes beyond the forgiveness of sin to the redemption of the entire spirit, soul and body of a person.  But without the main benefit of salvation—the forgiveness of sin—it would be impossible for any person to be made whole and come into the fullness for which they were created.
The New Testament conceives salvation in terms of transcending time.  Salvation is spoken of in the past tense, the present tense and the future tense.  “I have been saved, I am being saved and I will be saved” can be said by every Christian because the New Testament sees salvation in these terms.  Salvation can be punctiliar in time in the sense that we can identify the moment when salvation came to the whole world through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and also in the sense that it is possible for many of us to point to a time and a place in which salvation was given to us personally as we responded in faith to the message of the gospel.  But we also know that the salvation of the Lord is not punctiliar in the sense that God continues to work out our salvation within us.  Concerning the message of the cross, Paul said, “To us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18).  And we look forward to the future promise of salvation as we enter our eternal reward and rest in the age to come (see Romans 13:11, 1 Peter 1:5).
The Need for Salvation
The need for salvation corresponds directly to the debilitating reality of sin.  If you deny the reality of sin then you will disavow any need for salvation.  Those who best understand sin best understand salvation.  The Serpent told Eve that she would surely not die if she sinned and disobeyed God—but he lied (Genesis 3).  As a result of sin, we became separated from God, Paradise was lost, dominion was stolen, evil was unleashed, sickness and disease became rife, death became a certainty and hell a reality.  One need not look far to find evidence of the curse of sin.  Every person who has ever lived has had the inbred image of God tainted by the poison of the carnal nature and its propensity to sin.  No matter how hard any of us have tried, none has been successful becoming free from this wretched “body of death” (see Romans 7:24).  
The seriousness of the consequences of sin can hardly be overestimated.  Sin separates us from God and brings death.  Yet, it was underestimated in the Garden and it continues to be today.  The fact that very few, even in the church, seem to be talking about sin does not negate its continued and pervasive effect.  Every evil and tragic occurrence has its origin in sin.  Without sin, there is Paradise.  With sin there is tragedy, injustice, disease and death.  Because of sin, the unholy trinity of the world, the flesh and the Devil have sullied the beauty of creation and the purity of the human soul and have subjected each and every one of us to rebellion against God and inevitable heartbreak.

We need salvation.  We need to be set free from the penalty and power of sin.  We need to be rescued from the clutches of Satan who has taken the world captive to do his will (see 2 Timothy 2:26).  We need to be delivered from our own sinful nature which wars against our soul and causes us to behave contrary to what we know is right.  
I am not denying the goodness and beauty inherent in the world God created and in the human soul made in his image.  Thank God for these things—they are a testimony to the beauty and goodness of our Heavenly Father.  But we must acknowledge that while there is goodness, there is also evil; while there is beauty, there is also ruin; while there is benevolence, there is also cruelty; while there is comfort, there is also affliction.  We live in a world under the influence and control of sin and Satan.  Goodness and beauty remain to give us hope but the devastation of evil as a result of sin has kept us from what we were created for—communion with God and everlasting life.  Sin has stolen that from us and we do not have it within our power to get it back.
One summer night about bedtime, my wife heard the bloodcurdling screams of a teenage girl crying for help outside.  I called a young man who was living with us and we went out to try to discover what was going on.  We came across the girl dangling from a walking bridge that crosses a ravine a block from our house.  In the process of attempting to hang herself with a bicycle chain (can you fathom?), her foot got entangled in the chain and she ended up hanging from her leg and her neck fourteen feet above the ravine. It was then that she called out for help.  Some people who had arrived before us had called 911 and the emergency crews were fast on the scene.  When they arrived, there she was, dangling from the bridge.  Her need was acute, but she had no ability to save herself. 
Most of us don’t realize it, but we are dangling over hell facing a Christ-less eternity.  We need salvation.  Our predicament is no less dramatic than what I witnessed that fateful night.  God is well aware of our situation and will save us when we call out to him.  Jesus Christ is God’s provision for our dilemma.  Fireman came and rescued the girl in distress that evening and everyone on the scene was greatly relieved as she was untangled from the chain and brought to safety.  As she was rescued that night from her dire predicament, I couldn’t help but wonder what had brought her to such hopelessness and I longed for her to be free from the curse of sin which was responsible for such pain and despair.
Salvation and the Day of Judgment

Jesus said, 
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.” –Matthew 25:31-33

“This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” –Matthew 13:49-50
The first time Jesus came, he came as Saviour.  The next time he comes, he will come as judge:

I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war…. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. –Revelation 19:11, 15

[God] has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. –Acts 17:31
The rest of the New Testament also witnesses to a great day of judgement for all who live on the earth:

Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment. –Hebrews 9:27

We will all stand before God's judgment seat. –Romans 14:10

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. -2 Corinthians 9:10

The present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. -2 Peter 3:7

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. –Hebrews 4:13

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. –Revelation 20:12
While some live in obsessive fear of the Day of Judgment, most do not give sufficient thought to what lies ahead.  Have you thought about what it will take to be ready to stand before the throne of God and give an account for what was required of your life?  To what merit will you appeal when your time of reckoning comes?  If we are accountable to earthly authorities, why would we not be accountable to the Heavenly One?  There is a King of Heaven and his throne is built on righteousness and justice which require an account of all people.  What will you say in your defence when you stand before the all-knowing God to give an account for your words and actions?
To those who will appeal to their own merit, I say, “Bad move.”  “You don’t have what it takes to satisfy the perfect standard of God’s righteousness and justice.  But Jesus does.  By appealing to his merit on your behalf, you can come into a right standing before God through the gift of salvation that the Son of God offers you.
The Source of Salvation
Something becomes apparent as you study the biblical record regarding salvation: There is one source of salvation—God himself.  Even when deliverance and rescue came from human agency, it was always God who wrought the salvation and was responsible for the rescue.  Salvation belongs to God and is found in God.  He is the author of salvation:
· The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. –Exodus 15:2
· I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation. –Psalm 118:21
· Where does my help come from?  My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. -Psalm 121:1-2
· But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will make good. Salvation comes from the Lord. –Jonah 2:9
· For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. –John 3:17

· Salvation is from the Jews.  –John 4:22 

· I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. –John 10:9

· We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved… -Acts 15:11

· And, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.  –Hebrews 5:9  

· There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. –James 4:12

· And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." –Revelation 7:10
Salvation belongs to our God because he is the only one who has the power to save or condemn.  A judge can save you because he or she has the authority to condemn you.  Because Jesus had the power and authority to condemn the woman caught in adultery he had the corresponding power to save her.  And because of his mercy, he did.
He is my salvation.  Only he can save me.  My salvation is found in him—not in my works, my spiritual pedigree or even in my religious experience or sacramental observances.  My salvation is not even found in my faith because faith is only as productive as its object.  My salvation is found in him, and him alone.
Salvation and Repentance
Repentance is to salvation what a springboard is to a diver.  There is no hope of salvation without a repentant and contrite heart.  Repentance always precedes salvation.  The initial message of Jesus, as well as Peter and John the Baptist when they first began to preach was, “Repent” (see Matthew 4:17; Acts 2:38 and Matthew 3:1-2).  Paul’s message to everyone he preached to was that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus (Acts 20:21).  First comes repentance and then faith in the Lord Jesus.  John the Baptist was sent to prepare the way for the Lord, and make straight paths for him (Luke 3:4).  This was done through his message of repentance.  How can a person be saved unless they first repent?  A person who is not willing to repent is not ready for the Saviour.
This little joke illustrates a deeper truth: “How many psychologists does it take to change a light bulb?”…. “Only one, but the light bulb has to really want to change.”  This is actually the essence of repentance.  We have to really want to change in order to receive salvation.  Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret (2 Corinthians 7:10-11).
Salvation and Faith

Just as there can be no salvation without repentance, there can be no salvation without faith.  Repentance leads you to the door of salvation, but faith opens it.  Faith is the key—nothing else will open the door.  Good works will not save you.  Religious observance will not save you.  Spiritual heritage will not save you.  Even the grace of God will not save you without faith in Christ.  Here are just a few of the many Scriptures regarding the role of faith in salvation:
· Know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. –Galatians 2:16

· Righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. –Romans 3:22

· God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. -1 Corinthians 1:21
· He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household." –Acts 16:30-31
· Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." –Luke 7:50
· For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. –Ephesians 2:8-9
· To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.  –John 1:12
It is to those who have faith that the spiritual graces, including salvation, are given.  I once heard Robert H. Schuller remark, “You say, ‘I will believe it when I see it,’ but the Bible says, ‘You will see it when you believe it.’”  This is true.  Without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6).  Faith is the currency of Heaven.  Someone once asked Jesus, "What must we do to do the works God requires?"  Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent" (John 6:28-29).  Salvation is on God’s terms—not our own.  If salvation were not by faith then it would not be on God’s terms.  Salvation has to be by faith to show that the work of salvation is from God and not from us.  It is a gift.  He offers us the terms of salvation and, by faith, we enter into the benefits of those terms.  We must come into agreement with those terms, exercising our faith that God is able to fulfill the promise he is making and will, in fact, fulfill that promise to us personally.  
Our city’s hospital foundation has a yearly dream house lottery and the grand prize winner—a guy named Tim—was announced last night on the evening news.  The terms of the contest state that the winner has one year to claim his prize so Tim has to submit to the terms of the contest to actually receive his prize.  He has to exercise faith that the promise of the dream home is authentic and the dream home would actually be his if he claims it.  Of course, he would be very foolish to not accept those terms or to not claim the prize or to doubt that the offer was real.  Tim could say, “My ticket was not really the winning ticket,” or, “It’s all a scam, there is no dream house to be claimed,” or “I don’t deserve to live in such a nice house,” or, “I purchased a ticket merely to support the work of the hospital foundation and have no interest in claiming any prize that may be offered.”  Tim could also say, “I will not live in a house that I have not paid for myself so I will buy the house with my own hard-earned money,” notwithstanding the facts that, one, the purchase price of the house is likely beyond his means and, two, the house is actually not for sale—it cannot be bought, it can only be given.  

Of course, salvation is the same.  It is a gift of God, received by faith according to the generous terms that God has given.  The offer of salvation through Jesus Christ has been given to the entire world, and all those who will believe will be saved.
The Wonder and Greatness of Salvation

Hebrews 2:1-4 says:
We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

It will be shown that salvation in Christ is the greatest and most wonderful reality that has ever come to be.  The entire beauty of creation, the total knowledge of the sciences and the collective wisdom of human philosophy is merely a precursor and a servant to the story of salvation.  Jesus said, “What does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?” (Mark 8:36 NASB).  The above passage (Hebrews 2) tells us that God has testified in his power regarding this salvation.  God has loved us in the same way he has commanded us to love him—with all his heart, all his soul, all his mind and all his strength.  The result of God loving us with the wideness of his heart, the depth of his soul, scope of his mind and the power of his strength is the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.  
Salvation is free but it came at a great cost.  The sinless Son of God subjected himself to the torture of Roman executioners for the sake of those who were lost and without hope in the world.  As a further witness to the greatness of this salvation, thousands upon thousands of martyrs have willingly suffered and died for the sake of the gospel—not out of some twisted motive to gain Paradise but out of extreme gratitude to the One who saved them.  The writer of Hebrews says, “How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation.”  We can’t.  Salvation in Christ entirely fulfills every letter of the Law of God, saves us from eternal damnation, cleanses us from the power of sin, restores us to the full image of God and our purpose in him and qualifies us to live in unimaginable eternal glory.  Can we really justify a “take it or leave it” attitude regarding such a great salvation?
Is there Salvation apart from Christ?

If God prepared such a great salvation for us, does it follow that there could be another way?  If salvation in Christ is God’s consummate plan of redemption for fallen and sinful human beings, then does it make any sense that some other way could achieve the same result?  If the cross of Christ perfectly satisfies the justice of God while fully displaying his mercy, can we, with any confidence, really believe that there are equally satisfactory ways to be saved?  
To say that faith in Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation sounds closed-minded, pious and condescending, but, in reality, to say that there is some other way to salvation is a commentary that the life, crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ was not absolutely necessary.  If there are other ways to be saved then the coming of the Christ was superfluous.  To say that salvation can be gained by means other than what God perfectly planned before the foundation of the world actually cheapens the value of the supreme gift of the Father—the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ.
Why would God have a plan B if plan A is perfect?  If you discovered and developed the perfect and only cure for cancer, what would you say to those who rejected it because they did not like your claim of exclusive perfection?  Why would you count on a plan B for your salvation when God has specially prepared and revealed the way for you to be saved?  Why would you stick with radiation and chemotherapy when the guarantee of a perfect cure has been offered to you free of charge?  Are you not lessening the value of the wonderful salvation offered to you in Christ by looking to some other way to be saved?
The reason Jesus said, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6) is because he is the way and the truth and the life and no one comes to the Father except through him.  He can make that claim on the basis of who he is.  He is one God has given the authority to forgive your sins.  Is there anyone else that you know who has that same authority?  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12).  
Is this exclusive?  Yes, of course.  But the converse implication of Jesus’ claim to exclusive mediatory station is that anyone and everyone who wants to come to the Father can do so—through him.  He is the way.  The pre-eminence of Jesus is for your salvation, not your condemnation.  The way may be narrow but it is accessible and the invitation is given to all to come that they may be saved.  Jesus is the Door.  The gospel is both exclusive and inclusive at the same time:  Exclusive in the sense that there is no other way but inclusive in the sense that whosoever will (Revelation 22:7 KJV) Jesus will in no wise cast out (John 6:37 KJV).
Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah of God.  He is the sacrificial Lamb of God slain from the foundation of the world.  Through him every person who has ever lived can be saved—and will be judged.  The gospel is not only the power of God for salvation, it is the litmus test for every human heart.  The assertion that there is salvation apart from faith in him is a denial of the biblical witness and is based on reckless, unsubstantiated, and anthropocentric assumptions regarding then person of God and what he requires and has provided for your salvation.  Do not risk believing there is another way to be saved.  According to Jesus, there is not.
Our Role in Salvation
Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith and yet we have a role in the playing out of our salvation.  At the inauguration of the church, Peter’s exhortation to the multitudes gathered on the Day of Pentecost was, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation” (Acts 2:49).  We have the ability as free moral agents made in the image of God to make volitional choices which affect our future—even out eternal destiny.  Jesus stands at the door and knocks (see Revelation 3:20) but will not come in unless invited.  A drowning man must still reach for the life preserver when it is thrown him.  You are lost until such time that you are found.  You must repent and believe the gospel in order to be saved.

Once you are saved, you have two responsibilities that involve your will: You must continue in your salvation (see Philippians 2:12) and share this great salvation with others.  The more you understand the greatness of your salvation the more natural it will be for you to do these things with enthusiasm.  
Conclusion

The Scriptures offer you this promise:    

"In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you."  I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2)
Today is your day of salvation.  Commit your life to Jesus Christ right now.  Repent and believe the good news.  You can exercise your faith by praying this simple, life-changing prayer right now.  Pray it out loud:
Lord Jesus, I believe that you are the Son of God and that you have the authority on earth to forgive sin.  Father God, thank you for sending your son to die on my behalf and be raised again that I might have eternal life.  I admit that I have sinned against you by thought, word and deed.  I am truly sorry and ask for your mercy and forgiveness.  Lord Jesus, forgive my sin, come into my life and make me right with you.  I commit myself completely to you and your will for my life.  I receive the fullness of your Holy Spirit to empower me to live above sin and to be an effective witness for you.
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