The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
Introduction
A.W. Tozer said that Satan opposes the doctrine of the baptism of the Holy Spirit more than any other.  Why this would be is made clear by the importance of the subject.  Jesus told his disciples not to do anything or go anywhere in ministry until they had been endued with power from on high (Luke 24:49 KJV).  The percentage of western Christians today who are truly clothed with the power from on high is low.  We live in a church culture which is mostly void of the evidence of that power as we try to fill the vacuum with good programs and comfortable theology. 
What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit?  How is it related to being filled with the Spirit?  Does it come at the point of spiritual regeneration when we put our faith in Christ or can/does it come at a later point in our Christian pilgrimage?  Is speaking in tongues the evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit?  What about the other kinds of baptisms to which the Bible refers?  As we look into these questions, I think that we will find that we will be able to navigate past sectarian bias to a place of simple understanding and powerful experience of what it means to be endued with this power from on high.
Biblical Baptisms
In just about every biblical context the word “baptism” means to be “immersed” in something.  Whether it is water, fire, the Spirit or suffering, the picture you get from someone who is being “baptized” is someone who is being inundated.  The Greek verb, “bapto” literally and simply means “to dip” (i.e., Luke 16:24; John 13:26; Revelation 19:13).  The New Testament Greek word “baptizo,” which is directly derived from “bapto” carries the same root meaning but evolved into a distinct biblical word loaded with spiritual connotations.  As such, we find different kinds of “baptisms” in the New Testament.  Here are the major references to biblical baptisms:
John’s Baptism:  And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins (Mark 1:4).  John the Baptist said, “I baptize you with water for repentance…” (Matthew 3:11).  John came preaching a baptism of repentance to prepare the way for the message of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.  Repentance always precedes saving faith (see Luke 7:30 for an enlightening example of this).  John’s baptism was very specific and unique to his time and setting.  He baptized in water as people came out to him at the Jordon River.  They responded to his baptism by confessing their sins as they were baptized.  Before the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and baptism to all the people of Israel (Acts 13:24).  As Jesus came on the scene, the practice of “John’s baptism” began to decrease, and even though the need for repentance still remained, a different kind of water baptism began to be practiced as the church was born.
Christian Water Baptism:  Jesus commissioned his followers to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19).  Believers in Christ would be initiated into the faith with a new type of water baptism (see Acts 2:38; 2:41; 8:12; 8:36; 9:18; 15:15; 16:33; 18:8; 19:4-5).  Their baptism would be even more than a baptism of repentance.  It would be in the name of Jesus and signify death to the old self and new life in Christ (see Acts 19:4-5; Romans 6:3-4; Colossians 2:12; 1 Peter 3:21).  
Baptism into Christ:  Paul spoke of another kind of baptism which was into Christ and his body, the church:  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body… (1 Corinthians 12:13); all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ (Galatians 3:27); there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all… (Ephesians 4:5-6).  This is not a water baptism but a spiritual baptism into Christ and the church at the time of conversion.  It is the same as the spiritual birth to which Jesus referred when he said, “Spirit gives birth to spirit” (John 3:6).  Non-Charismatics equate this baptism to the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  Before his ascension, Jesus said to his disciples, “John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1:5).  The coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost was the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy.  The 120 persons gathered in the Upper Room experienced a true “immersion” in the Holy Spirit with supernatural signs as evidence of this baptism.  Similar signs and occurrences were recorded in the life of the church as the Holy Spirit continued to come upon disciples of Jesus to empower them to preach the gospel.  
Baptism with Fire: There are two references in the Gospels where John the Baptist says that Jesus will baptize… with fire (Mathew 3:11; Luke 3:16). Some see this fire as the tongues of fire which accompanied the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, some see it as a radical purging of sin in the believer’s life and still others see it as referring to suffering.  All three of these are plausible and completely consistent with biblical themes.  But the context in both Matthew and Luke suggests that the fire to which John the Baptist refers is the fire of judgment that will be executed by the Lord in the Last Day.
Baptism of Suffering:  The word baptism was also used to describe the suffering that Jesus and his followers would have to endure.  Speaking to James and John who were lobbying for places of honour in glory, Jesus said, "Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with" (Mark 10:38)?  In another place Jesus said, “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed” (Luke 12:49-50).  The baptism to which Jesus was referring was the suffering of the cross.  Jesus indicated to his disciples that, indeed, they too would be called to endure a baptism of suffering for his name’s sake (see Mark 10:39).
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit
Let’s now concentrate on the one particular New Testament baptism commonly known as the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  The relevant Scriptures, as I see it, are:
· “I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:8).
· “I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49).
· “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit” (John 1:33).
· "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:4-5) 
· “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
· When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them (Acts 2:1-4).
· When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14-17).
· Then Peter said, "Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ….” “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. Then I remembered what the Lord had said: `John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit’” (Acts 10:46-47; 11:15-16).
· Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures.  He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately….While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?"  They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit."  So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?" "John's baptism," they replied. Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus." On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.  When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied (Acts 18:24-19:6)
There is no question that Jesus promised that the blessed Holy Spirit would come to his disciples and endue them with power to be his witnesses.  The progression of the scriptural events are fairly clear leading up to and including the Acts Chapter 2 account of the coming of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost.  The experience of those gathered in the Upper Room is unambiguous and wonderfully dramatic.  A mighty rushing wind…tongues of fire…glossolalia…boldness to preach.  What is ambiguous, however, and a whole lot less dramatic, is the understanding and experience of Joe Christian today in regard to receiving this same promise of the Holy Spirit Baptism.  A.W. Tozer used to say, “No one was ever filled with the Holy Spirit without knowing it.”  There was certainly no question for those who gathered in that upper room that the Holy Spirit actually came.  But for many who profess faith in Christ, there are questions, confusion and assumptions regarding the fullness of the Holy Spirit in their lives.  
Should we also be looking for such an unambiguous and dramatic baptism of the Spirit of God?  The answer is, “Yes.”  The fact that it probably won’t happen in the exact way as described in Acts 2 does not mean that we should not seek his baptism with an accompanying manifestation of power.  In later accounts where we see new disciples of Christ receiving this power from on high, there are similarities to the Upper Room experience but it is not exactly duplicated.  Similarly, those across the world who experience the filling of the Holy Spirit today can testify to the manifestation of his power and coming to their lives with biblical evidence—though the experience is their own in a personal and unique way.
The Necessity of Power from on High
Some may ask, “Do I really need some other experience?  Didn’t I receive the Holy Spirit when I was born again through faith in Christ?  Yes, we all were given the indwelling presence of the Spirit of God as we were spiritually born again but we also need to be inundated with the fullness of his power so that we can be supernaturally effective in our witness of him and our service in the church.  If you read the biographies of the most effective ministers of Christ in our day and ones previous, you will find that time after time and in case after case, these persons testify to receiving a baptism of power from on high that propelled them into a greater effectiveness in their service for Jesus.   John Wesley, Charles Finney, D.L. Moody, A.B. Simpson, D.S. Warner, Aimee Semple McPherson, Billy Graham, Bill Bright, James Robison, Reinhardt Bonke, and Carlos Annacondia (to name just a few) all testify to a point in their lives when they received the fullness of the Holy Spirit that empowered them and exponentially increased their  effectiveness in ministry.  Though no testimony is exactly the same, they all speak in great reverence of the moment in time when they were clothed with power from on high.  For Moody, it was so sacred and precious that he would not speak of the details of his experience—only the wonder of the coming of the fullness of the Spirit and the multiplication of the salvation of souls which resulted.  After his baptism in the Holy Spirit, Moody went from leading dozens into the kingdom to leading hundreds and thousands.
Not only did Moody and the others need the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Jesus himself did not commence his ministry until the Spirit came upon him in the form of a dove at his water baptism (see Matthew 3, Mark 1, Luke 3, John 1).  If Jesus needed it, his apostles needed it and Moody and the others needed it, what could ever make us think that we could do without it?
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit as a Separate Experience from the New Birth
In Acts 8 we see how the gospel had come to Samaria and many had believed as Philip preached to them, but it wasn’t until later that they received the Holy Spirit.  When Peter and John came, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them (Acts 8:15-16).
In Acts 18 we read about Apollos.  He had a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervour and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John (18:24-25).  So, when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately (18:26).  What did Apollos lack in his knowledge and experience?  The baptism of the Holy Spirit.

In Acts 19, we find Paul meeting twelve disciples at Ephesus whom he asked, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed” (19:2).   The NIV footnote gives an alternative translation, “after,” instead of “when.”  I believe the best translation would be, “Have you received the Holy Spirit since you believed.”  In any case, the clear indication is that you can be a Christian and not have received the Holy Spirit.  Those who believe that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is simultaneous with salvation would argue that these disciples, who, like Apollos, knew only the baptism of John, had not yet put their faith in Christ.  But Apollos knew the gospel and taught about Jesus accurately, and these twelve were identified as “disciples” who had “believed.”  Like many Christians whom I have known, it was their knowledge of the Holy Spirit that was deficient, not their knowledge of Jesus.  Paul’s question to the twelve was directly about the Holy Spirit and whether or not they had received him.  They hadn’t even heard of him.  Yes, they needed to be baptized in water again because their type of baptism was deficient.  Once that happened and Paul laid his hands on them, they received the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Now, it is entirely possible to receive salvation and the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the same time.  This was surely the case when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Gentiles in Acts 10.  In my particular case, the baptism of the Holy Spirit occurred when I fully gave myself over to the Lordship of Christ. I initially thought it was my salvation experience but later came to understand that I probably had saving faith prior to that wonderful night when I was filled with the Spirit while driving in my car.  Most Christians who enter into the fullness of the Holy Spirit do so at a point in time after coming to faith in Christ.

Is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit Different from Being Filled with the Spirit?
Not Really.  Some would say that the initial filling of the Holy Spirit is being baptized in the Holy Ghost and we are commanded to be continually filled with the Spirit afterwards (see Ephesians 5:18).  As the apostles went out to preach after the Day of Pentecost it is reported in the books of Acts that they became filled with the Spirit again and again (see Acts 4:8; 4:31; 13:9).  The saying in Pentecostal churches is “one baptism, many fillings.”  But as we see in Acts 2:4, being filled with the Holy Spirit is synonymous with being baptized in the Holy Spirit.  As the 120 received the baptism of the Holy Spirit it says, All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  The baptism of the Spirit that Jesus promised came to pass as the 120 were filled with the Spirit.  For the sake of clarity, it can be helpful to define the first time that you are inundated with power from on high as your “baptism” in the Holy Spirit and so in that sense it can be said, “one baptism and many fillings.”  But as James Robison has aptly said, “Whatever you call it, make sure you get it.”  

One might ask, then, “If it is reported that the apostles were filled with the Spirit on different occasions, does that mean that there were times when they weren’t filled with the Spirit?  If you look at those occasions where the Bible specifically reports that the apostles or the people were “filled” with the Spirit, you will notice that it is a special situation where the anointing of the Holy Spirit was needed to accomplish the purposes of God.  If a person is “Spirit-filled” (that is, they have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit) there will be times when the power of God becomes stronger and more evident as needed.  We always need to walk in the Spirit and continually be led by him, but there are times when we need an increased anointing (a fresh filling, if you will) to minister in the power of God.
Tongues as the Evidence of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit
For classical Pentecostals and many Charismatics, the Bible evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is according to Acts 2:4: All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  Most Pentecostals and Charismatics would identify their baptism of the Holy Spirit with the first time that they spoke in tongues.  After all, this is the primary sign of the filling of the Spirit in the New Testament record.  Those who would dispute the word of any person who testifies to having received the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other tongues has Acts 2:4, Acts 10:46 and Acts 19:6 to contend with.  In these three biblical accounts, we see the gift of tongues given as a sign of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
A very important question, however, is whether or not the release of the gift of tongues is the definitive sign that a person has received the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  I have been in discussion with many Charismatic/Pentecostal persons who make that steadfast claim.  That there is a need for the enduement of power from on high is not disputed—this is, in fact, the premise of this paper—but the view that you are not filled with the Spirit unless you speak in tongues is one too narrow from a historical and even a biblical perspective.
Of the four instances in the book of Acts where we observe the initial pouring out of the Spirit of God on people’s lives, three times, “glossilalia” (speaking in other tongues), is given as a sign (Acts 2:4, Acts 10:46 and Acts 19:6).  In these three instances it should also be observed that the gift of prophecy was also given as an accompanying sign and should be regarded as no less important.  In the fourth instance (Acts 8:15-18) there is no report of any accompanying sign but we have to presume that there was some sign, otherwise how would they have known that these disciples had received the Holy Spirit?  Pentecostals would argue, and justifiably so, that we can presume that the evidence in that case was the same as in the other three.  But even though tongues is the primary biblical sign (along with prophecy) of the baptism of the Holy Spirit the purpose of the baptism was never tongues, per se, but power from on high.  Prophecy is actually the more important New Testament gift and was the sign in the Old Testament of the outpouring of the Spirit of God (see 1 Samuel 10:10; 19:23 and Joel 2:28).  It could be argued that prophecy is, in actuality, the definitive sign of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit according to Joel 2:28.  But more than that, the definitive sign of the baptism of the Spirit has to be power from on high.  
It must be remembered that the gift of tongues was practically absent from the church for nearly two millennia and the truth and experience concerning tongues was not restored to the church until the turn of the twentieth century.  In the latter half of the nineteenth century, many, especially in the Holiness Churches, were seeking the baptism of the Holy Spirit and finding it without the benefit of the sign and experience of speaking in tongues.  The fact is that most of the early Pentecostals were from the Holiness Churches.  Because they already had a framework and experience regarding the fullness of the Spirit, it was an easy and natural thing (for some) to experience the release of the spiritual gift of unknown tongues.  My observation is that many people, before and after Azusa Street, have been filled with the Holy Spirit without speaking in tongues.  
Of course, Paul endorsed the practice of glossilalia for the edification of one’s spirit man and as a public prophetic gift when accompanied by interpretation.  He said, “I would like every one of you to speak in tongues” (1 Corinthians 14:5), “I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you” (1 Corinthians 14:18) and “Do not forbid speaking in tongues” (1 Corinthians 14:39).  But, as you know, there is a large segment of the church that does not encourage the practice of tongues.  Christians from denominations and churches that are biased against tongues have a natural resistance to this sign of the power of the Spirit.  In spite of this, many of these Christians will seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit in order to be more effective witnesses for Christ.  I have met literally hundreds of individual Christians from non-Charismatic/Pentecostal churches who have sought and received the power from on high of which Jesus spoke.  They are humbly committed to the Lordship of Christ, know the voice of God and have been clothed with the power of the Spirit for service in the kingdom.  
If a Christian does not speak in tongues, is their experience in the Spirit lacking?  Certainly.  Would the abiding presence of the Spirit in their lives be confirmed in a greater way if they spoke in tongues?  Yes, I believe so.  But to say that you cannot be filled with the Spirit unless you speak in tongues is similar in posture to the lady who once told me that you cannot be filled with the Spirit unless you have been “slain in the Spirit” or to the pastor who once told me that you are not filled with the Spirit unless you have been baptized in the name of Jesus only and have come out of the baptismal waters immediately speaking in tongues. 
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit as a Second Cleansing or “Sanctification”

Before Azusa Street, most who were seeking the baptism of the Holy Spirit were doing so as part of the Holiness Movement that God had established as part of the religious landscape prior to the Pentecostal reformation.  These Christians were not only seeking power from on high, they were seeking a filling of the Spirit that would effect a purging of the carnal nature and an experience of “sanctification.”  The experience of sanctification, which was linked to the baptism of the Holy Spirit, was one of total consecration and holy living apart from sin.  This experience was known as “the second work of grace,” and in some circles, “a second cleansing” of the soul.  Today, we rarely hear of this doctrine and most would scoff at the doctrine of “sinless perfection.”  Although a spirit of legalism came in to taint the ideals of the Holiness Movement, who could possibly doubt the intrinsic power of the Spirit of God to enable believers to live above sin?  We would do well to emulate the ideals of those who sought to be fully sanctified and set apart for service in the kingdom.  Power to be his witnesses must certainly include the power to live a holy life.  After all, he is the Holy Spirit.  
How to Be Filled with the Holy Spirit
A.W. Tozer outlined four steps to receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit: 1
1. Present your body to Him:  I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. (Romans 12:1).  God cannot fill what he cannot have.  
2. Ask: “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  (Luke 11:9-13).  Your motive for the Spirit’s infilling must be to be filled with his power for service rather than a titillating experience.
3. Obey:  We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him (Acts 5:32).  Those who are willing to obey are positioned to receive.
4. Have faith:  Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? (Galatians 3:2). Just as your received salvation by faith, receive the fullness of the Spirit in the same way.
You should seek a definite and clear baptism in the Holy Spirit with corresponding evidence of his filling You could do this as you are assembled with other believers and ask Spirit-filled leaders to lay hands on you and lead you into the experience or you can seek the Lord in your prayer closet for this enduement of power from on high.  As a teen-aged girl, Aimee Semple McPherson “tarried” until she received her baptism.  After six days of seeking the Lord she heard him say, “Now child, cease your striving and your begging; just begin to praise me and in simple childlike faith, receive ye the Holy Ghost.”  As she began to praise him she was overcome by the power of God and recalls, “I felt as though caught up and floating upon the billowing clouds of glory…then suddenly out of my inmost being flowed rivers of praise in other tongues as the Spirit gave utterance.”  2
In the appendix you can also read about the experiences of Charles Finney and D. L. Moody.  These are given as an encouragement for you to seek the same baptism.  But don’t look to duplicate someone else’s experience.  The Lord has a unique encounter that will be personal and precious to you.  His will is to clothe you with his power for his service.  This is the will of God for you.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
Appendix A: Taken from “The Autobiography of Charles Finney”
Finney’s Baptism in the Holy Spirit
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1By evening we got the books and furniture adjusted; and I made up, in an open fireplace, a good fire, hoping to spend the evening alone. Just at dark.  Squire W——, seeing that everything was adjusted, bade me goodnight and went to his home. I had accompanied him to the door; and as I closed the door and turned around, my heart seemed to be liquid within me. All my feelings seemed to rise and flow out; and the utterance of my heart was, “I want to pour my whole soul out to God.” The rising of my soul was so great that I rushed into the room back of the front office, to pray.  
There was no fire, and no light, in the room; nevertheless it appeared to me as if it were perfectly light. As I went in and shut the door after me, it seemed as if I met the Lord Jesus Christ face to face. It did not occur to me then, nor did it for some time afterward, that it was wholly a mental state.  On the contrary it seemed to me that I saw him as I would see any other man. He said nothing, but looked at me in such a manner as to break me right down at his feet. I have always since regarded this as a most remarkable state of mind; for it seemed to me a reality, that he stood before me, and I fell down at his feet and poured out my soul to him. I wept aloud like a child, and made such confessions as I could with my choked utterance. 
It seemed to me that I bathed his feet with my tears; and yet I had no distinct impression that I touched him, that I recollect. I must have continued in this state for a good while; but my mind was too much absorbed with the interview to recollect anything that I said. But I know, as soon as my mind became calm enough to break off from the interview, I returned to the front office, and found that the fire that I had made of large wood was nearly burned out. But as I turned and was about to take a seat by the fire, I received a mighty baptism of the Holy Ghost. Without any expectation of it, without ever having the thought in my mind that there was any such thing for me, without any recollection that I had ever heard the thing mentioned by any person in the world, the Holy Spirit descended upon me in a manner that seemed to go through me, body and soul. I could feel the impression, like a wave of electricity, going through and through me. Indeed it seemed to come in waves and waves of liquid love for I could not express it in any other way. It seemed like the very breath of God. I can recollect distinctly that it seemed to fan me, like immense wings. 

No words can express the wonderful love that was shed abroad in my heart. I wept aloud with joy and love; and I do not know but I should say, I literally bellowed out the unutterable gushings of my heart. These waves came over me, and over me, and over me, one after the other, until I recollect I cried out, “I shall die if these waves continue to pass over me.” I said, “Lord, I cannot bear any more;” yet I had no fear of death. How long I continued in this state, with this baptism continuing to roll over me and go through me, I do not know...

Appendix B:

D. L. Moody’s Baptism in the Holy Spirit 
The seventh thing that was the secret of why God used D. L. Moody was that he had a very definite enduement with power from on High, a very clear and definite baptism with the Holy Ghost. Moody knew he had "the baptism with the Holy Ghost"; he had no doubt about it. In his early days he was a great hustler; he had a tremendous desire to do something, but he had no real power. He worked very largely in the energy of the flesh.
But there were two humble Free Methodist women who used to come over to his meetings in the Y.M.C.A. One was "Auntie Cook" and the other, Mrs. Snow. These two women would come to Mr. Moody at the close of his meetings and say: "We are praying for you." Finally, Mr. Moody became somewhat nettled and said to them one night: "Why are you praying for me? Why don't you pray for the unsaved?" They replied: "We are praying that you may get the power." Mr. Moody did not know what that meant, but he got to thinking about it, and then went to these women and said: "I wish you would tell me what you mean"; and they told him about the definite baptism with the Holy Ghost. Then he asked that he might pray with them and not they merely pray for him.
Auntie Cook once told me of the intense fervor with which Mr. Moody prayed on that occasion. She told me in words that I scarcely dare repeat, though I have never forgotten them. And he not only prayed with them, but he also prayed alone.


Not long after, one day on his way to England, he was walking up Wall Street in New York; (Mr. Moody very seldom told this and I almost hesitate to tell it) and in the midst of the bustle and hurry of that city his prayer was answered; the power of God fell upon him as he walked up the street and he had to hurry off to the house of a friend and ask that he might have a room by himself, and in that room he stayed alone for hours; and the Holy Ghost came upon him, filling his soul with such joy that at last he had to ask God to withhold His hand, lest he die on the spot from very joy. He went out from that place with the power of the Holy Ghost upon him, and when he got to London (partly through the prayers of a bedridden saint in Mr. Lessey's church), the power of God wrought through him mightily in North London, and hundreds were added to the churches; and that was what led to his being invited over to the wonderful campaign that followed in later years. 3
While in New York on business, the Holy Spirit’s power fell. Here is how Moody described it. “One day, in the city of New York — oh, what a day! — I cannot describe it, I seldom refer to it; it is almost too sacred an experience to name. Paul had an experience of which he never spoke for 14 years. I can only say that God revealed himself to me, and I had such an experience of His love that I had to ask Him to stay His hand.”4
1A.W. Tozer, How to be Filled with the Holy Spirit (Harrisburg: Christian Publications, Inc. booklet, no date)

2 Daniel Mark Epstein, Sister Aimee (New York: Harcourt Brace, 1993), p. 53

3,R. A. Torrey, Why God Used D. L. Moody [New York: Revell, 1923], pp. 51-55

4William R. Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody,(Albany, Ore.: Book for the Ages, Ages Software, 1997), 127.
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