Demons

Introduction
There is a great disparity between the modern North American church and the early disciples of Jesus in regard to our respective effectiveness against evil spirits.  The early church knew how to identify and deal with a demon but it seems that we do not.  Fear, unbelief and misunderstanding in the modern church about the activity of demons account for this departure from New Testament experience.  We have come to the place where we even doubt the existence of demons.  What enemy wouldn’t love to hide under the cover of ignorance regarding not only their tactics but their very existence?

Blame it on our culture.  We are much more enlightened than those, ancient and modern, who would attribute certain maladies to the presence of evil spirits.  In our society, it is ludicrous, archaic and embarrassing to diagnose a person’s problems as demonic oppression.  This is not, after all, the ancient Near East or primitive Africa.  So we discount the possibility and send people off to doctors, psychologists and hospitals in hopes that they can be helped by the professionals.  But often, they can’t.
We have to deal with the reality of demons.  But what is a demon?  Is there a difference between a demon and an “unclean” or “evil” spirit?  Where do they come from, where do they reside and what do they do?  Are there different kinds of demons with different levels of power? Are demons fallen angels or ghosts or disembodied spirits or something else?  How are they to be identified and dealt with?  Do people have demons or do demons have people?  Can a Christian have a demon?  What about principalities and powers and spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly realms?  Are these different from demons?
Demons in the Old Testament

In the Hebrew Scriptures, demons were most often identified with idol worship.  In the Song of Moses, he recounts some of the history of the people of God and says, They made Him jealous with their foreign gods and angered Him with their detestable idols. They sacrificed to demons, which are not God--gods they had not known, gods that recently appeared, gods your fathers did not fear (Deuteronomy 32:16-17).  The Psalmist also documents the actions of his forefathers saying, They worshiped their idols, which became a snare to them. They sacrificed their sons and their daughters to demons (Psalm 106:36-37).  This aspect of demonic activity is confirmed by Paul when he said, The sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want you to be participants with demons (1 Corinthians 10:20).  Demons are attached to and energized by idol worship. This becomes revoltingly obvious when you observe the Hindu Temple, the Native Powwow or Mary worship.  Demonic activity can be found behind idolatrous forms of worship because demons like nothing better than to divert worship from the true God to themselves.  Part of the reason for the prohibition of pagan idolatry in the Old Testament was to prevent the proliferation of demonic activity in the land.  So, it can safely be concluded that an objective of demons is to promote idolatry in any form.

Evil spirits were also known in the Old Testament to bring affliction to the soul and body as was the case with King Saul (1 Samuel 16) and probably Job (Job 2).  There is also a perplexing story in 1 Kings 22 where a spirit went out at the beck of the Lord and became a lying spirit in the mouth of the prophets of Israel.  Notwithstanding the question of the Lord’s blessing on the work of a lying spirit we see an example of how a demonic spirit can influence and entice.
There is another story in the Old Testament, while not specifically mentioning demons, I believe is a very powerful illustration of demonic power and influence.  It is found in 2 Kings 3: 

When the king of Moab saw that the battle had gone against him, he took with him seven hundred swordsmen to break through to the king of Edom, but they failed. Then he took his firstborn son, who was to succeed him as king, and offered him as a sacrifice on the city wall. The fury against Israel was great; they withdrew and returned to their own land (vs. 26-27).
There is no question in my mind that the fury against Israel was unleashed by spiritual forces of wickedness that empowered the army of Moab to fight as a direct result of the idolatrous sacrifice of the King’s son.  Remember that false worship empowers demonic forces.  This would account for what was surely demonic influence in the Rise of Hitler and the Nazi “Blitzkrieg” as the German people became enamoured with Hitler and his vision of the Fatherland.  In a similar vein, we see in Judges 19 and 20 how the fighting men of Benjamin were demonically empowered with supernatural ability to war against the righteous indignation of the rest of Israel even though they were severely outnumbered.  As in the case with Hitler’s regime, the demonic empowerment of the Benjamites could only be overcome with fasting and prayer.
Demons in the New Testament

Whereas references to demons are scarce in the Old Testament, they abound in the new—especially the gospels.  One reason for this, of course, is that demons could not hide or be silent in the presence of Jesus Christ, the Son of God who rules the heavenly realms.  Demons feared Jesus.  "Swear to God you won't torture me" was the cry of the trembling legion of demons that Jesus encountered in the man from the region of the Geresenses (Mark 5:7).  They knew their fate was in his hands.  Demons become beggars in the presence of Jesus.  
Here are some of the New Testament references regarding demons and ministry to the demonized:
· While they were going out, a man who was demonized and could not talk was brought to Jesus. And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke.  –Matthew 9:32-33
· He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. –Matthew 10:1
· As you go, preach this message: `The kingdom of heaven is near.' Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. –Matthew 10:7-8

· If I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. -Matthew 12:28
· "When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, `I will return to the house I left.' When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first." –Matthew 12:43-45
· Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment. –Matthew 17:18

· That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demonized.  The whole town gathered at the door, and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was. –Mark 1:32-34
· Demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ. –Mark 4:41

· A woman whose little daughter had an evil spirit came and fell at his feet. The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. –Mark 7:25-26
· After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't we drive it out?"  He replied, "This kind can come out only by prayer and fasting." –Mark 9:28-29
· When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. –Mark 16:9
· And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons… -Mark 16:17
· "Be quiet!" Jesus said sternly. "Come out of him!" Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him. –Luke 4:35
· …and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits. –Luke 8:2
· The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him. A man in the crowd called out, "Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him. I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not." "O unbelieving and perverse generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you and put up with you? Bring your son here." Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the evil spirit, healed the boy and gave him back to his father. And they were all amazed at the greatness of God. –Luke 9:37-43
· The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name." He replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven." –Luke 10:17-20
· On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity." Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God. –Luke 13:10-13

· With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed. So there was great joy in that city. –Acts 7:8
· Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved." She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!" At that moment the spirit left her. –Acts 16:16-18
· God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them. –Acts 19:11-12
· Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demonized. They would say, "In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out." Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. One day the evil spirit answered them, "Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?" Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. –Acts 19:13-16
· The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. -1 Timothy 4:1
In this fairly comprehensive listing of relevant New Testament passages regarding demons, two things become apparent—the reality of evil spirits and the authority of Jesus and his followers over them.  
The Reality of Demons
Those who witnessed Jesus’ ministry and recorded it for posterity had to include his power encounters with evil spirits.  These are not isolated incidents.  They are recurrent in the gospel record.  And the reports do not stop with the gospels.  The book of Acts continues where the gospels leave off.  Demons did not go off the scene when Jesus did—nor did they when Jesus’ apostles did.  So, if they existed then, why wouldn’t they now?  It is not consistent to accept the Bible as true but have no regard for the possibility that unclean spirits may be tormenting someone’s body or soul today.  I am not saying that every affliction is the result of the presence of a demonic spirit.  I have observed the inane superstitions of many cultures regarding evil spirits and the manner with which they deal with them.  I also know the frustration of being with Christians who believe that if you pass gas, it is a sign of a demon.  But it is inconsistent with the New Testament witness to take the position—either wittingly or unwittingly—that belief in demonic malady is the product of an unenlightened and bygone era.  Most of us would prefer that medical science be able to explain every physical and psychological problem—but it cannot.  The truth is, we would rather not believe in demons because we would rather not deal with them.

But deal with them, we must.  Despite our western empiricism and our general ignorance of the spiritual realm, we all have encountered demons.  We have not only become acquainted with demons, we have at times become comfortable with certain ones—especially when they enhance the flesh and empower addictive behaviours.  Paranormal and psychic activity, UFO’s, false doctrine, idolatry (cultural and cultic), greed, lust, abuse, and deceit as well as physical and psychological disorders can many or even most times be accounted for by demonic activity.  When we are ignorant of spiritual realm activity and have little ability to discern the spirits, we are missing a large part of our ability to truly help people.
The Authority of the Believer

Besides the reality of demons, the other major lesson that becomes clear from the biblical record is the authority of Jesus and his followers over them.  Jesus has complete authority and power over demons and he gives that authority to us.  Yes, our highest joy as believers should be that our names are written in heaven and not that the demons submit to us (see Luke 10:17-20)—but the fact remains: demons do submit to us in the name of Jesus.  As the Christian looks into what the Bible has to say on the subject, this one fact should be emphasised.  Jesus said: I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you (Luke 10:19).  When a confrontation with a demon occurs, the Christian does not walk in fear but in authority and victory.
I remember being in a meeting that John Wimber was leading.  As John led from the platform and ministry teams began praying for people, my hair stood on end as a loud, blood-curdling, demonic growl came out of a man who was receiving prayer.  I turned around to see what was truly a manifestation of a dreadful demonic spirit.  As fear came upon me and others nearby, John Wimber said something strange but somehow appropriate to the situation.  “I love that sound” said John.  “It means that someone is receiving their freedom in Jesus tonight.”  I took much comfort and faith from John’s statement that night as a tangible reminder and example of the authority of the believer and our ability to minister to those afflicted with unclean spirits.
In January 1998, my wife and I attended an outdoor evangelistic service outside La Plata, Argentina, led by Carlos Annacondia.  After preaching a simple gospel message with a powerful altar call, brother Annacondia addressed the demonic forces with great authority in the name of Jesus.  As he did, demons could not hide and began manifesting in dozens and dozens of those attending.  Many ushers were on the scene to escort (or carry) persons to a tent that was set up specifically for deliverance ministry.  What we observed at the meeting and in the tent could not be explained away as psychological suggestion or phenomena.  It was supernatural—in both demonic manifestation and heavenly deliverance.
Consider again these scriptures regarding the authority of the believer over demons:

· He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. –Matthew 10:1

· And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons… -Mark 16:17
· The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name." He replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.  –Luke 10:17-19
There is absolutely no question that when (not if) we are confronted with evil spirits, we have been given authority in Christ to tell them what to do.
Origin of Demons
In practical terms, the origin of demons doesn’t matter as much knowing our authority over them.  But considering the fear and confusion that demons attempt to generate, the more we know about them the more competent we are to deal with them.  What we believe about how demons originated will have influence on how we understand and contend with them.

Where do demons come from and how did they get here?  There actually is no direct or definitive answer to that question in the Scriptures.  In addition to the many viewpoints of world religions, there are four main theories that have arisen from Christian commentators:

1. Demons are the spirits of a pre-Adamic race who lived on the earth when it was formless and void (Gen 1:2).  They became disembodied when God created the world in its pre-fall perfect state.  Early proponents of this theory include G.H. Pember and C.I. Schofield. 1
2. Demons are the offspring of women who had sex with angels in the pre-flood world (Genesis 6:4) creating a race of hybrid super-humans called “Nephilim”  (see Justin Martyr).
3. Demons are the spirits of unsaved and wicked dead persons (ghosts) who have no resting place in heaven and roam the earth with malevolent desires (see Alexander Campbell).
4. Demons are fallen angels who were cast out of heaven by God in a rebellion with their leader, Lucifer the archangel, who became known as Satan or the Devil.

All four viewpoints can currently be found in popular Christian theology.  While I have seen extensive arguments in support of the first two, both theories seem implausible and need to really stretch to connect with any biblical witness—a witness that is very limited and obscure at best.  
The third theory can be seen as plausible and is generally popular in western society.  From Casper to Jacob Marley to the Headless Horseman—ghosts, good and bad, content and tormented, have been depicted in pop culture.  Who of us has not had some experience—imagined or real—with a spooky entity?  When the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water they thought it was a ghost and when he appeared to them after his resurrection, some presumed it was his spirit only.  Also, when Peter was miraculously released from prison and showed up to where the church was praying for him they thought it must have been his “angel” and not him at the door.  
The question is not whether people believe in ghosts but whether or not they are real.  If they are real, how are they related to demons?  Do ghosts really exist or can ghostly apparitions be explained in terms of demonic manifestation?  In other words are ghosts really demons?  Or, are demons really ghosts—which is what this third theory suggests?  Or are ghosts and demons separate entities—each real in their own right?
Biblically speaking, does this third theory have any merit?  Not a lot.  The plausibility of this theory comes from the biblical truth that the body is temporary while the spirit is eternal.  When a person dies they “give up the ghost” and their spirit leaves their body (see Genesis 25:8 and Matthew 27:50).  Where does the spirit then go?  We know that those who die in the Lord go to be with him.  Is there a chance that those who die unsaved may be destined to roam the earth as evil spirits?  Some may interpret Matthew 12:43-45 in this way (evil spirits who traverse arid places seeking to find rest) but since Jesus is talking here about an evil spirit who comes out of and returns to a living person (not a dead one) this passage does not support the theory.  Examples of necromancy (communication with the dead) can be found in the Bible (see 1 Samuel 28) and it is a popular occultic activity—although strictly prohibited by the Lord.  The best indications that we have in Scripture is that the sprits of both the righteous and unrighteous dead are destined for either Paradise or Hades (there is no evidence for a “Purgatory).  I don’t know of any scriptural evidence regarding the release of wicked human spirits on the earth but there are plenty of verses regarding the destiny of the departed human spirit to Paradise or Hades (i.e., Luke 16:19-31; Luke 23:43; 2 Corinthians 5:8; 1 Peter 3:18-20).  So to equate demons to the spirits of the not-so-dearly-departed has little, if any, biblical merit.
That leaves as the most plausible theory the idea that demons are angels who were created as perfect heavenly beings but, just as Adam fell from a paradisical state because of sin, they were cast out of heaven as part of a rebellion led by Lucifer, one of the three archangels of God.  This theory regarding the fall of Lucifer and his angels is pieced together from Revelation 12:7-9; Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:12-15; 1 Timothy 3:6; Matthew 25:41; 2 Peter 2:4.  The fact that demons are also known as the devil’s “angels” supports this fourth theory.
Everything God created was good—including angels and humans.  Both angels and humans, however, have been endued by their Creator with the ultimate choice of fidelity or rebellion.  Despite the fact that the will of God is done perfectly in heaven (see Matthew 6:10), angels can fall and it seems that one-third of them did.  Just as the fall of Adam completely altered not only man’s existence but the entire created order, the fall of Lucifer and his cadre of angels resulted in the total inversion of these perfect heavenly creatures into the most corrupted beings imaginable.  Though terribly ironic and tragic, a fall to such a depth is made possible only by the height from which the fall began.
The Nature of Demons

Here are some observations from the Scriptures regarding the nature of demons:

Demons are Malevolent: The only desire that demons have for humans is harm—like their leader who has come only to steal, kill and destroy (John 10:10).  Demons are completely malicious and are shown in the Bible to be responsible for such things as seizures, deafness, muteness, paralysation, haemorrhages, immorality, false doctrine, mental derangement, and various sicknesses and diseases.
Demons are Opposed to the Purposes of God:  The kingdom of darkness is opposed to the kingdom of light at every turn.  Demons hate God and all those for whom Jesus died.  Their insatiable desire is to hinder the will of God from being accomplished on the earth.
Demons are Unredeemable:  A demon’s nature is so completely corrupted that there is absolutely no redemptive or altruistic qualities in them with which to be sympathetic.  A demon has never had a benevolent thought.  The fact that the Lake of Fire has been prepared for the devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41) shows that there is no chance of repentance or redemption.  Sympathy for the devil or his messengers is out of the question.
Demons are Liars:  About the devil, Jesus said, He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44).  Demons are no different.  Doctrines of demons are false doctrines.  Demonic strongholds are always anchored in lies that people have believed about God, themselves or others.
Demons are Proud:  The devil came under the judgement of God because of pride (see 1 Timothy 3:6 and Isaiah 14:12-15).  As with humans, pride is their downfall.  Demons desire to be exalted and worshipped but their fate is the opposite as they are to be trampled under the feet of believers and condemned to eternal punishment.
Demons are Fearful:  As noted earlier, Demons become beggars in the presence of Jesus.  They know their time is short and judgment awaits them.  The legion of demons begged Jesus not send them into the Abyss (see Luke 8:31).  They also feed on our fear but we must resist them standing firm in our faith.
Demons are Restless:  Jesus said that demons wander around seeking rest but do not find it (see Matthew 12:43).  Demons torment others with their own inability to find rest and contentment.
Other observations from the Scriptures that we can make about demons: 

· They operate in the spiritual realm and recognize those who have authority there—namely, the Lord Jesus, angels and Christians.  This means that our real battles are not on earth but in the unseen spiritual realm where spiritual forces of wickedness operate.   Occult and New Age practitioners are also aware of this realm and are drawn in by and often become partners with demons—either intentionally or unintentionally.
· Demons often work in conjunction with other evil spirits to do their harm (i.e. the man with the Legion of demons (Mark 5:9) and the house swept clean (Matthew 12:45); see also Mark 16:9).

· Demons have the ability to supernaturally empower persons in counterfeit miracles, prophecy and physical strength.  In Acts 16, Paul encountered a slave girl who had an evil spirit by which she could tell the future.  When the spirit was cast out she no longer had the ability.  Supernatural physical strength was also given to the Gaderene demoniac (Mark 5:4) and the man whom the seven sons of Sceva tried to deliver (Acts 19:16). See also Revelation 16:14; 2 Thessalonians 2:9; Acts 8:9-11 and Exodus 7:10-12, 22; 8:7.
· Demons are forced to manifest themselves in the presence of the Lord and/or a person who carries a strong anointing of the Spirit (i.e., Mark 1:23-24; Acts 16:17).
· A Demon is “no respecter of persons” and does not “play fair.”  Demons will afflict even innocent children if given access.
Demonization vs. Demon-Possession

There can be varying levels of demonic influence on a person’s life but rarely will you meet a person who is totally possessed by a demon or demons.  Even though some English translations use the term “demon-possessed,” the New Testament Greek term “daimonizomai” denotes oppression rather than possession by demons.  The better English term to describe those in the Bible and in our day who are oppressed by evil spirits is “demonized” rather that “demon-possessed.  It is much more likely that a person has a demon than a demon has a person.

Healing and Deliverance
From a biblical standpoint, there is no question that many sicknesses are the result of demonization.  Remove the demon and the person is healed.  As wonderful and helpful as medical science has been, it cannot heal someone whose sickness is caused by an unclean spirit.  The symptoms are physical but the problem is demonic.  The cure can only come when the demon is cast out.  In such cases, healing is synonymous with deliverance.  The New Testament record is strong on this point:
· Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. –Matthew 12:22

· Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment. –Matthew 17:18

· On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity." Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God. –Luke 13:10-13

· With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed. So there was great joy in that city. –Acts 7:8
How much sickness today is caused by demonic affliction?  We would probably be surprised to know.  This is why we need the gift of discerning of spirits as we minister healing in the name of Jesus.  Some physical problems are purely corporeal in origin but others are caused by emotional duress and still others by spiritual forces of wickedness.  Despite the need for a “balanced” view on this subject, the most effective persons that I have observed in the healing ministry are ones who regularly address specific demonic forces of sickness.
Demonization and Mental Illness

Years ago a woman we know came into relationship with a pseudo-Christian who began to teach her how to communicate with her “personal angels” or spirit guides.  Because our friend was typically lonely and wanting companionship, against our advice, she began communicating with her new-found spiritual buddies.  At first they were friendly but then they began threatening her.  Fear and delusion began to take hold of her life and it wasn’t long before she was diagnosed with a mental illness and was placed on a disability pension with strong medications prescribed to control her symptoms.  When we approached her with the offer of prayer to get rid of her two spirit guides (whom she knew by name) she declined because she said that if she were healed she would lose her disability pension.
In another case, my brother had a good friend who was an engineer and a pilot with no sign of mental illness.  When his mother, a strong Roman Catholic, contracted cancer at a fairly young age he prayed that God would heal her.  When she died, “Bob” literally cursed God.  Bob immediately changed from a confident, intelligent, affable young man to an insane, fearful, bag-man who discontinued the practice of grooming and bathing.  The medical professionals saw Bob’s “nervous breakdown” as a product of the trauma of his mother’s death, but we had reason to believe that his mental illness was a result of the entrance of demon when he cursed God.  Bob came by our house one day soon after by brother and I had come to Christ.  After inviting Bob into our home he said to us, “I have ghosts.  Some ghosts are with me and some are in me.  The ghosts that are with me are not allowed to come into this house but the ghosts that are in me come in because they are in me.”  Of course we discerned that Bob was talking about demons but, at the time, we lacked the faith, knowledge and power to be able to set him free.
These two stories illustrate, what is for me, a direct correlation in some cases between mental illness and demonization.  Again, and of course, not all depression or mental breakdown is a result of evil spirits, but I wonder how the Gaderene Demoniac would be diagnosed today?  As Christians, we just can’t ignore the possibility and downplay our call minister freedom to the demonized.
Different Kinds of Demonic Spirits
The New Testament identifies evil spirits in different ways using different terms.  The terms, “demons,” “evil spirits,” “unclean spirits” and “devils” (KJV) are used interchangeably (i.e., Luke 4:33) denoting a general category of these malevolent spiritual beings.  But just as there are different kinds of angelic spirits who minister at the call of God in various ways, there are different kinds of demonic spirits who have differing roles in bringing harm and affliction in the world at the beck of Satan.  And just has there is hierarchy and rank in the heavenly hosts there seems to be various levels of rank and power in the unseen demonic realm.
Can a case be made for the identification of different kinds of spirits who bring certain kinds of affliction? Yes. Jesus specifically addressed a “deaf and mute spirit:” When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit. "You deaf and mute spirit," he said, "I command you, come out of him and never enter him again” (Mark 9:25).  In 1 Kings 22 we find an example of a spirit that went out and became a “lying spirit” in the mouth of the prophets.  Although the Bible also uses the term spirit to describe a person’s spiritual state (i.e., a gentle and quiet spirit (1 Peter 3:4) or a haughty spirit (Proverbs 16:18)) demons can also be represented according to what kind of affliction they might bring to a person’s body or soul.  This would mean that, like the deaf and mute spirit, there are likely demons who can be identified and addressed according to their function.  Some examples might be: a spirit of lust; a spirit of murder; a spirit of slumber; a spirit of poverty; a spirit of rejection; a spirit of cancer; a spirit of insanity; a spirit of anger; a spirit of depression; a spirit of jealousy; a spirit of religion….  Many of these same terms can also be used to describe a person’s spiritual state of being but in such cases it is quite possible that there is demonic spirit of the same ilk to influence that person’s state of being.
There is also some indication in Scripture regarding differing rank, power and authority among the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 6:12).  If these spiritual forces of wickedness were at one time organized in rank, power and authority as part of the heavenly host, it would likely then be the case that they continued to be organized in rank under the authority of their leader, Satan.  This could very well be what Paul was referring to when he said that our battle was not against flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places (Ephesians 6:12 KJV).  We would do very well in the spiritual warfare in which we are engaged to discern the locale, strength and authority of ruling spirits in the earth.  For further insight please take note of Daniel 10:12-14; Colossians 2:14-15; Ephesians 2:2, 3:10; Ezekiel 38:1-6; and John 12:31 (as well as the Book of Revelation where John had insight into the spiritual realm and many of the creatures he saw were demonic).
Can a Christian be Demonized?
There is a misconception in part of the body of Christ that a Christian cannot have a demon.  The reasoning is that a born again person who has the Holy Spirit could not at the same time have a demon—that a person could not be Spirit-possessed and demon possessed at the same time.  It should be clear, however that just as a person can have a demon with being “demon-possessed,” a person can have the Holy Spirit without being “Holy Spirit possessed.”  When a person is born again it is his or her spirit which is made new (Spirit gives birth to spirit (John 3:6)).  Demonic attacks come against the body and the soul but the eternal spirit of a believer is made impervious to demonic infiltration because the spirit of the Christian is now born again by the Living Word of God.  Those who believe that a Christian cannot be demonized would not deny that the flesh is still at war with the Spirit for control of the mind/emotions/will (the soul) of a believer.  Why then is it not conceivable that a demonic stronghold could be gained in the body or soul of a Christian?  Of course, the Christian has divine power to demolish strongholds and to the extent that a person really is Holy Spirit possessed is the devil has that much less to work with.  That is why Jesus was able to say, “the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in me” (John 14:30 NASB).
Another reason for the misconception regarding Christians and demons is the inherent shame in admitting that one’s problem might be demonic.  No one wants to think that they are demonically influenced but there is actually more shame in the idea that your problem is a result of your sinful choice than the affliction of a malevolent spirit which may have come into your life perhaps through no fault of your own (i.e, generational line; traumatic experience).  There should be no stigma attached to people who are demonized.  Was it the boy’s fault in Matthew 17 that he couldn’t speak and that he was being thrown into fires?  No, we need to have compassion for those in whom the devil has gained access.  We need to address spirits according to their stronghold, and if need be, fast and pray until our faith is strengthened and their grip is weakened.  It stands to reason that the devil would love to hide behind the doctrine that a Christian cannot have a demon.  He will continue to promote this doctrine within the body of Christ and we believe it at our own peril. 
A Sign of the Kingdom

The manifestation and driving out of demons is a sign of the presence and reality of the kingdom of God.  These signs shall follow those who believe, Jesus said.  Namely, that we would cast out devils (Mark 16:17).  When accused of casting out demons by the power of the prince of demons Jesus said, If I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you (Matthew 12:28).  When the apostles went about preaching the gospel of the kingdom, demons were cast out as a sign of the power of the gospel and the superior reality of that kingdom.  If demons are not being cast out in our ministries it is doubtful that we are operating in the authentic kingdom ministry.
Conclusion

Different ministries have various styles when dealing with demons.  Bob Larson has one way, Neil T. Anderson has another and Cleansing Stream Ministries still another.  Yours may be different still.  More important than style is bringing kingdom authority to bear against the kingdom of darkness and filling the void in people’s life with the Word of God. So, when God places you in a situation where it becomes obvious that the problem is demonic, don’t ask yourself if you have the faith to bring the deliverance, ask yourself if you have the commission and authority to do so.  The answer should be self-evident and you will find yourself using that commission and authority much in the same way as the early disciples.  
1 Wayne Jackson, Apologetics Press, April 1998 - 18[4]:25-31
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